Alice A. Moerk is a free-lance composer and writer who lives on Anna Maria Island FL where she maintains her studio. She is Emeritus Professor of Music at Fairmont (WV) State University and taught music and composition with the Governor’s Honors Academy and Elderhostel. She also taught at Lees College in Jackson KY, Vardell Hall in Red Springs NC and Marion College in Marion VA. She has served churches in the Midwest and East as organist and choir director.

Alice began her music studies in Philadelphia PA and Freeport IL. She holds a BMus from Carthage College, MFA from Ohio University and PhD from West Virginia University. Her specialties are medieval and 20th-century music. She has worked with Ernst von Dohnanyi, Thomas Canning, Duke Ellington and Pauline Oliveros’ Deep Listening™.


Her honors include outstanding teacher, arts awards, research grants, listings in several Who’s Whos, and her research has appeared in journals and textbooks.   Performed in Europe, South America and the US, many of her works have been supported by the FSU Foundation and WV Arts and Humanities Councils. In 1999 she was commissioned to write ByrdWatch for Senator Robert Byrd of WV and from 2000 to the present she has received numerous music awards from the National League of American Pen Women. Elegy was selected for performance at their National Convention in Washington DC in 2004. Her concerto Ciurlionis was featured by the Lithuanian Embassy in Washington as part of the Ciurlionis celebration. She organized and served as artistic director for the Benefit Concert for MS in WV for which Tina’s Songs were written. The Flatwoods Monster and A West Virginia Mother Goose were commissioned by the WV Folklife Center. Dickinson Songs were commissioned for the Bellingham WA Concert Series. She is a member of and is funded by ASCAP. Her professional memberships include SAI, IAWM, Tampa Bay Composers Forum, NLAPW, Gulf Coast Writer’s Guild and the Sarasota Music Club.

Alice is also a writer of textbooks and novels.  Her works may be ordered directly at POB 1257, Anna Maria, FL  34216. Include $2.95 for shipping and handling.

NOVELS:

The Waters of Lethe.  Sarasota: Peppertree, 2009

This thriller is the first book of the quintet, New Found Souls.  It leads from the hills of Virginia to the mountains of New Mexico, from a Florida island to underground Atlanta and to the shores of Vera Cruz, Mexico.

Easy to read with an unexpected story apex, then satisfying revenge…  

The plot and subplots were rich and well intertwined. V. Batts, Raleigh, NC
Silent Signals.  Sarasota: Peppertree, 2009

     Part 2 of New Found Souls deals with the tragedies of battered lives and 

    suicide as Amanda Bellman fights for her own survival amid the politics and 

    biases of a small school, a small town, and the small people who inhabit it -- 

    including her own family.

So powerful! I am so haunted by the Boy and heartened by the survival strength of Amanda.  And the writing itself is equally strong. Bravo!

E. Waterston, London, Ontario 

The Piper of T'p's'l.  Sarasota: Peppertree, 2010.

The joy that was Porter Owen vanished after a disastrous television inter-view.  His niece, Alexis, wants to find out what happened and dives into a maelstrom of family intrigue as she brings Porter back to the world, only to lose him again as brother battles brother.  Book 3 moves from New York to Newfoundland, the trenches of Dunkirk and the lights of Paris in the '20s.   


This is really good stuff.  E Waterston, London, Ontario 
Frozen Music.  Sarasota: Peppertree, 2010

     The turning points that marked the first three books of New Found Souls 

     are brought together as the individuals in each cross paths and unwittingly  

     bring deadly force to bear in a nightmare that decimates them all.

The Bag Lady (tentative title - in preparation)

    A continuation of New Found Souls.


…a  real page turner…. D. Gold, Paris, France
NEW FOUND SOULS (@12.95) are novels of survival and renewal.  They mark turning points in the lives of individuals forced to come to grips with unseemly realities, who must redefine themselves.

Ain's Song   An historical novel set in the 12th Century.

     The life of Ain of Poitiers is indelibly interwoven with that of her cousin, 

     Eleanor of Aquitaine.  It is a life of music, love and shadows as they move 

     through medieval France and England.
TEXTBOOKS

Patterns of Sound. Dubuque IA: Kendall/Hunt, 1972. 2nd ed., 1977.

A general appreciation text.  Out of Print.

-------. 3rd ed. Fairmont, WV, 1989.

A text for a beginning course in creativity and musical composition.  Out of print.

Perspectives, A Guide to Comprehensive Music.  Fairmont, WV, 1973.
An introductory text for music students.  Out of print.

Popular Musics: A Short History.  Fairmont WV, 1975; Rev. ed. Anna Maria FL: MoerkWorks, 2010.  

A Treatise for Special Studies in the History of Popular Music.
Perception and Music.  Fairmont: Vita, 1981.  Rev. ed. Anna Maria, FL: MoerkWorks, 2010.

A Treatise for a new course in the Psychology of Music.

Sonic Insights: American Society and Culture in the 1980's as Reflected by Musical Practices Influenced by Electronic Technology.  Fairmont WV: Fairmont State College, 1991; Rev. ed. Anna Maria, FL: MoerkWorks, 2010.  Supported by the Humanities Foundation of West Virginia, a state program of the National Endowment of the Arts.

